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A Cabinet Meeting was to be held on it in the afternoon.
On top of this problem now came MensdorfFs news of
the ominous Austrian ultimatum. Grey had to talk with
M. Cambon and Prince Lichnowsky, and he naturally took
the French Ambassador first. Grey proposed to him media-
tion between Austria and Russia by the four less directly
interested Powers—Germany and Italy representing the
Triple Alliance, and England and France representing the
Triple Entente. As this might mean that France would be
expected to exert a moderating influence on her ally, Cam-
bon did not like the idea. He preferred mediation between
Austria and Serbia, which would probably mean that Aus-
tria would have to back down in some of her demands upon
Serbia and accept a diplomatic defeat. How Cambon subtly
tried to shift Sir Edward Grey over from mediation between
Austria and Russia to mediation between Austria and
Serbia may be seen in Grey's despatch to the British Am-
bassador in Paris:
I told M. Cambon that this afternoon I was to see the
German Ambassador, who some days ago had asked me
privately to exercise moderating influence in St. Petersburg.
I would say to the Ambassador that, of course, if the presen-
tation of this ultimatum to Servia did not lead to trouble
"between Austria and Russia, we need not concern ourselves
about it; but, if Russia took the view of the Austrian ulti-
matum, which it seemed to me that any Power interested
in Serbia would take, I should be quite powerless, in face
of the terms of the ultimatum, to exercise any moderating
influence. I would say that I tfiought the only chance of
any mediating or moderating influence being exercised was
that Germany, France, Italy, and ourselves, who had not
direct interests in Serbia, should act together for the sake
rf peace, simultaneously in Vienna and St. Petersburg.
M. Cambon said that, if there was a chance of media-
tion by the four Powers, he had no doubt that his Govern-
ment would be glad to join in it; but he pointed out that

